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Admittedly, for many people, access to quality and efficient healthcare services is a very personal issue. The quality of the healthcare system significantly affects not only the health status of individuals but also presents a substantial amount of impact on the population health. Access to quality and efficient healthcare is greatly dependent on the financial status of the people. Lack of access or rather limited access to health services may greatly impact the health status of individuals. Limited access to quality health services due to financial constraints or any other reason implies that individuals are less likely to engage in preventive care and are more likely to have delayed medical interventions (Flaskerud et al., 2012). The resulting negative impacts associated with limited access to quality healthcare may include; delays in receiving appropriate care, hospitalizations that could have otherwise been prevented and inability to access preventive care services. 
Cumulatively, the above-discussed factors directly influence the state of health in a particular society. Despite the several improvements in the Saudi healthcare system, the kingdom still faces the challenge of inequitable access to quality healthcare services. Evidence drawn from past pieces of research works point out the increased demand necessitated by the rapidly growing population and the high cost of healthcare services (Al-Ahmadi & Roland, 2005). The provision of equal access to quality health services by the government of Saudi has become a challenge due to the escalating costs of healthcare, changing demographics, reduced revenues from oil, and unrealistic expectations of the consumers. Saudi citizens are entitled to free and quality healthcare according to article 31 of the Saudi constitution. Observably, this has continued to place an unending burden on the government consequently leading to inequitable access to health services. 

Al-Hanawi et al. (2018) observed that due to the government’s inability to effectively handle this important determinant of public, there has significant impacts on the availability of appointments, availability of drugs and increased waiting times. Ideally, these factors have affected the quality of the kingdom’s public health efficiency and may result in adverse impacts if not handled properly. Quality improvement is a key factor that has motivated the Saudi government to undertake drastic measures particularly meant to remedy the situation. The government is keen to ensure an effective, efficient and equitable healthcare system in the country. The public health sector in Saudi Arabia has been a preserve of the national government with close to 75% publicly funded. Governmental funding has been the major source of funding for healthcare. This privatization of the healthcare system in Saudi Arabia has been considered the most effective solution to address the issues associated with inequitable access to quality healthcare (Al Asmri et al., 2020). 
Saudi’s 2030 vision highlights the development of healthcare, particularly through privatization. Privatization of the healthcare sector has witnessed an upward trend recently and is considered a more efficient strategy to ensure improvements in the healthcare sector. Through this strategy, the government withdraws itself from active roles in the healthcare sector, leaving other non-governmental actors to become increasingly engaged in the provision of healthcare services through finance and management services. Privatization of the healthcare sector is a recent feature of the Saudi’s healthcare system characterized by the partial withdrawal of the government from the management and funding of the healthcare sector to load-shed the financial burden to private actors such as insurance companies, families and individuals (Rahman, 2020). 

Healthcare privatization in Saudi Arabia has been necessitated by various socio-economic factors as outlined in this paper. The traditional role of the Saudi government to fund, manage and deliver healthcare in the kingdom observably resulted in a weak and fragmented healthcare system that failed to achieve quality and efficiency (Albejaidi, 2010). 
Ideally, it would easy to determine improvements in the healthcare sector, particularly in efficiency, quality improvements and improved score on public satisfaction. 
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